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Abstract 

This research investigates the improvement of students‟ 

vocabulary ability by applying Keyword Technique at class XI 

MIA 2 of SMA Negeri 5 Kendari. It aims to find out whether 

teaching vocabulary by employing the Keyword technique can 

improve the students‟ vocabulary ability or not. This research 

focuses on solving the students‟ problem vocabulary in definition 

(find out and recognize the meaning of the word) as the major 

problem in that class based on the preliminary research. This 

research used a classroom action research (CAR) as a method 

which requires four stages such as planning, action, observation 

and reflection. Two cycles are administrated during the application 

of this research, where each of them consists of three meetings. In 

collecting data and information, researcher uses some instrument 

such as field note and vocabulary test. The planned target of this 

study is 75% of the students can obtain the bench score 75 at 

minimum. As a result, students‟ vocabulary improved after 

applying keyword as a strategy of learning in the classroom.  
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Introduction 

Vocabulary is the one of core component of language proficiency. It is also 

considered as the basic of mastering English and it would help the learner in speak, listen, 

read, and write. The vocabulary of language always changes and grows and no one knows 

exactly numbers of words in English vocabulary today. 
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School Based Curriculum (SBC) had been replaced by Curriculum 2013 and 

implemented in 2014 up to the present at SMAN 5 Kendari. The Curriculum 2013 focused on 

believe or religion implementation (K1), honest, discipline, responsibility etc (K2), 

Knowledge and its implementation (K3) analysis knowledge in concrete and abstract things 

etc (K4). Teaching and learning in senior high school especially in second grade ( XI ) using 

a book through text written and applied in written activity as a way to convey their ideas or 

message based on the text itself . Vocabulary is more essential in Curriculum 2013, because 

the teaching material is provided to make easier the students in order to understand the text 

and apply some vocabularies. Whereas, vocabulary knowledge played fundamental roles to 

facilitate and supported students in having comprehension, so they are not difficult to 

comprehend the content of reading text. 

Based on the result of the researcher‟s observation and informal interview with 

students and teachers in SMAN 5 Kendari on October 20th, 2014, it was found out that 

vocabulary becomes more difficult in term of learning English and affected in reading text. 

As a result, many students were poor in vocabulary knowledge. However, the researcher did 

diagnostic test to make sure the students‟ problem related the word meaning. The result 

showed, only one student who got score above 75 as the standard minimum criterion (KKM). 

In addition, students had difficulty in some aspects of vocabulary namely definition. In this 

case, it clears that students are poor in vocabulary. 

On that account, the researcher thought there is enough reason to use Keyword 

technique in improving students‟ vocabulary ability at class XI MIA 2 of SMAN 5 Kendari.  

This present study investigated the use of Keyword Technique in improving students‟ 

vocabulary ability at class XI MIA 2 of SMA Negeri 5 Kendari. Researcher concerned on 

word definition. Then, vocabulary have taught through reading by using hand-book of student 

because the text already existed in a book of curriculum 2013 edition.  

To avoid misinterpretation about this study, it is necessary to give definition of some 

technical terms related to this study. The terms are: 

1. Students‟ Vocabulary means the acquisition of new word and fixes with it in order to 

produce a new word which the most basic level by knowing the form and the meaning 

as well through keyword by student.  

2. Keyword technique means a word that be used to understand and comprehend a 

meaning of the word in the text.  

The simple thought from Ur (2003 p.60) states that words which teach in foreign 

language defined as vocabulary. We might be recognized word could be seen and gotten in 
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our routine everywhere. Actually Nunan (1991) reveals Vocabulary was the basic 

competence that must be reached by students in order to get other competencies. It was 

difficult to master the other competences without mastering and understanding the 

vocabulary or having background of knowledge. As the explanation above that vocabulary 

was the foundation to success in all competence, it was very hard to grasp all competence 

without vocabulary. 

In this study focused on one strategy of teaching vocabulary in the history of language 

teaching, and it was keyword technique, which popular way to improve students‟ vocabulary. 

The name of keyword technique actually came from the research that Atkinson done. The 

researcher make some point addition to support this study in literature review. The keyword 

method (Atkinson & Raugh, 1975) is steps mnemonic technique for learning foreign 

vocabulary item and their English equivalents. Based on Dingle and Lebedev (2008) define 

keyword as a word that can describe content. Keyword also an effective way for 

remembering definition, learning foreign language vocabulary and more.  By using keyword 

technique students can recognize the word when reading. The reference to implement of 

keyword in reading is by looking at in way at the vocabulary power by Dingle & Lebedev 

(2008) which is each chapter is organized as follows: 

1. Words in reading  that explained how to understand words from reading 

2. Words and definition that explained how to define the words with their definition 

3. Word in writing that used in using the words in writing based on the meaning from 

the text.  

These Strategies adopted from the vocabulary power based on the research on 

memory. Memorizing a word need to repetition more than one step hence the researcher take 

one step of four steps. So the researcher focused on words and definition.  

 

Method 

1. Design of the Study 

The design of this study was a classroom action research in which the aim was to 

improve students‟ vocabulary ability by applying Keyword technique. There were four steps 

in classroom action research that suggested by Kemmis (1988) namely planning, action, 

observation, and reflection. The cycle of this study was ended when 75% of total students 

have achieved 75 as the standard minimum criterion (follow the school standard score).If the 

successful criteria did not fulfill yet, so the study was continued to the next cycle. The figure 

below shows the stages implementation of this study. 
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Figure 1. Kemmis’ Model for Classroom Action Research Design  
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Kemmis‟ Model (as cited in Hopkins, 1985) 

 

 

2. Subject of the Study 

The subject of this study was class XI MIA 2 at SMAN 5 Kendari in academic year 

2014/2015. The total numbers of intact class were 36 students. But, the subject of this study 

consists of 33 students because there were three students did not follow diagnostic test. 

 

3. Factors that were Observed 

There were several factors that observed in this research:  

a. Researcher observed students‟ vocabulary ability through reading, word and 

definition and word in writing after being taught by using keyword technique. 

b. The teaching strategy that was used by teacher in teaching vocabulary through reading 

by using keyword technique. 

 

4. Instruments of the Study 

Students‟ vocabulary test and Field note 

 

5. Technique of Data Collection 

There were two kinds of collected data in this study, namely qualitative and quantitative data.  

 

6. Assessment 

Researcher used ESL Composition Profile proposed by Sudjinah, (1980) to assess 

students‟ vocabulary ability. This study focused on word definitions. 
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Results And Discussion 

1. Result of students’ vocabulary ability in aspect of vocabulary 

Generally, students‟ vocabulary ability in terms of definition improved after being 

taught by using Keyword technique for two cycles. Such improvement can be seen in the 

figure below: 

 

The figure 2. above told about the percentage students‟ improvement each cycle, 

where have covered the first and the second cycle. It seems clearly that, there is any 

significant improvement among two cycles. The researcher observed that in the first cycle, 

student in very high categorized that get around 85-100 score is none. In addition, in high, 

moderate, and low categorized, the percentage shows that 45.45%, 18.18% and 36.36% 

students who get it. It seems quite different when the researcher done the second cycle, there 

is any significant improvement. In the second cycle any student who categorized in very high 

level around 11 students namely 33.33% and 54.54% in high categorized also student who 

get score < 40 is none, means that the frequency of student get score ≥ 75 is very significant. 

It could conclude that there is any improvement by using Keyword technique.  

Actually, the score covers before and after treatment. From the diagnostic score 

looked only 44.69 mean score who students got called very poor of vocabulary. The 

significant interval number was 18.79 mean score if compared between the diagnostic and the 

first cycle. At the end, the mean score improve to 77.87 mean score. 

Because more than 75% of total students in the class could reach the standard 

minimum criterion (KKM), researcher conclude that teaching vocabulary through Keyword 

technique could improve students‟ vocabulary ability at class XI MIA 2 of SMA Negeri 5 

Kendari.  
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Conclusion 

Based on the findings of this study, it concluded that implementation of Keyword 

technique could improve students‟ vocabulary ability at class XI MIA 2 of SMAN 5 Kendari 

in terms of word definition aspect. This was proved by the improvement of students‟ mean 

score in diagnostic test, assessment of first and second cycle. 

In diagnostic test, there is only 1 student (3.03%) of 33 students achieves the target 

score and the mean score is 44.69. In the first cycle, there are 11 students (33.33%) achieving 

the target score and the mean score increases to 63.48.  In second cycle, there are 28 students 

(84.84%) achieving the target score and the mean score increases to 77.87.  

In addition, the target of this study, at least 75% of students should achieve the target 

score namely 75, had been achieved. Therefore, researcher concluded that the implementation 

of Keyword Technique in teaching vocabulary, could improve students‟ vocabulary ability at 

class XI MIA 2 of SMAN 5 Kendari. 
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